






















I work for the Oklahoma Power and Water Co. My job, and 
my company’s job, is to see that you folks in Barnsdall have a 
steady supply of juice to light your lights, play your radio, wash 
your clothes, toast your bread, refrigerate your food. 


I’m proud of the kind of electric service my Company gives 
you, but that’s not exactly what I climbed down off the pole 
to say. There is something else I want to get off my chest. 

You see, Barnsdall is my home. The wife and I feel like we 
are a part of Barnsdall. We have lived here for years. We buy 
our food and clothing in Barnsdall the same as you do. Some¬ 
times we sit next to you at the movies. Our children go to school 
with your children. Our friends are Barnsdall people. We like 
living here. You’ve been good to us. 


But what do you really know about me and my Company? 


Let me give you some down-to-earth facts that perhaps you 
never knew before. 


For Instance 







13 of Us 

Live In Barnsdall 


There are 4 of us living in Barnsdall, employed by my com¬ 
pany. Three of us are married; two of us own our own homes. 
In our families there are 7 children, all of them of school age. 
Altogether we add up to a family of 13 people living in Barnsdall 
because our Company is here. 

We are all part of Barnsdall. We make our living in the 
electric business just like other people do in other businesses. We 
live in the same kind of houses, send our children to the same 
schools, attend the same churches, and spend our money with 
Barnsdall merchants and professional men the same as you do. 


What Are We Worth. . . . ? 











Our Payroll Is Worth 
About $21,500 a Year 
To Barnsdall Businessmen 


They tell me every dollar paid for wages turns over between 
three and four times in local business. That being the case, our 
payroll of $6,142.10 paid last year to Barnsdall employees means 
about $21,500 a year in business to Barnsdall merchants and busi¬ 
ness and professional men. 

This money was spent for rent, food, clothes, gasoline, oil, 
drugs, amusements, insurance, and with doctors, dentists, mer¬ 
chants, business men, churches, and other organizations in 
Barnsdall. 


And Besides the Payroll 











Our School Taxes 
Equal those paid 
By 300 Barnsdall Homes 

Like everybody else, my Company pays taxes. Some of these 
taxes help educate Barnsdall children, and I’m mighty glad I 
live in a country where kids can get a free education and aren’t 
made to study what some dictator thinks is good for them. We’re 
proud of our schools. 

Of course it isn’t really free. Somebody has to pay for it. 
But you know what I mean. My Company helps pay for it and 
it is OK by them and by me. 

Last year our Company paid $1,218.92 in taxes to the school 
district. In the last ten years we have paid the school district a 
total of $11,672.55, or an average of $1,167 a year. The average 
home in Barnsdall is paying about $4 this year in taxes to School 
District No. 29. So — our school taxes are equal to those paid 
by about 300 Barnsdall homes. 


And In Addition 


















During the Past Ten Years 
We Paid the City of Barnsdall 
$13,926.02 in City Taxes 


Like all property owners, my Company pays City Taxes. 

Of course the City paid our Company for our services, so all 
our taxes were not just velvet to the City, but it did pretty well 
at that. 

Here’s the record for the last 10 years: 


Money Paid by 

Taxes Paid by City for Street Lights 

Year Our Company and City Hall Lighting 

1936 ___ $ 1,758.58 $ 386.05 

1937 _ 1,956.90 280.41 

1938 _ 1,878.43 361.63 

1939 _ 2,761.86 374.11 

1940 _ 1,932.79 380.57 

1941 _ 139.41 362.01 

1942 _ 328.48 431.34 

1943 _ 1,071.07 431.94 

1944 _ 1,095.12 457.45 

1945 _ 1,003.38 517.79 

Total _ $13,926.02 $3,983.30 


The City paid us a total of $3,983.30 for electric service for 
City Hall,, and street lighting, so after paying us for all our 
services for governmental purposes, the City still had $9,942.72 
left over. 

What was left over of our tax money helped pay the salaries of 
City officials, firemen, policemen, the operating expenses of the 
water system, and the upkeep of City’s property. Our sinking fund 
taxes helped pay interest and principal on the City’s debt. 

In addition to City and school taxes, which total less than 25% 
of our total tax bill, my Company pays County, State and Federal 
taxes. A lot of the tax money my Company pays to County, State 
and Federal governments comes back to Barnsdall in the form of 
State and Federal aid to schools, old age benefits and pensions, 
aid to widows and children, aid to the blind and crippled and in 
other ways. 

So my Company’s taxes help the schools, City, County, State 
and Federal Governments, and that helps us all. 


And Besides 
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We've Been Serving Barnsdall 
Mighty Well for a Long Time 


Back in 1921, nearly 25 years ago, we began to supply the city 
of Barnsdall with electricity. We’ve been supplying it ever since, 
working hard all the time to give you better service. 

It hasn’t been easy, and it has cost a lot of money. 

We built the high voltage loop out of Sand Springs into Barns¬ 
dall to give you two-way service. If one line goes out, the other 
carries the load. To make the service even safer, we connected 
our high voltage system with four highlines to power plants of 
neighboring electric companies. In case of emergency these inter¬ 
connections with other companies keep the power flowing to you. 

When we have serious trouble, like the tornadoes in May 
1942, my Company sends us men and equipment from other towns 
to help us restore service in a hurry. 

It has taken a lot of foresight, planning, lots of work and lots 
of money, but it means good service for our customers. 

As a result of nearly 25 years of work our customers in Barns¬ 
dall today get as fine electric service as Tulsa, Oklahoma City, 
Kansas City, or St. Louis, and we are proud of it. 


Like Everybody Else 
































When You Want Electricity 
You Want It Right Now 


When you turn on the light, you want the electricity to be 
there. You don’t want to wait or wonder. You want to KNOW 
it will be there. 

All of our customers are the same way. When they want 
electricity . . . they want it right now, and it’s our job to see 
that it’s there. 

You know from long experience that when you flip a switch 
the electricity will be there. You don’t worry much about where 
it comes from or how it gets there. But you can bet we worry 
plenty. 

Electricity travels fast as light. It will travel around the 
world IV 2 times in a second. It moves so fast we have to make 
the electricity and deliver it to you at the same instant you 
use it. So we have to have enough power lines and generators 
to be sure that no matter what happens, day or night, week 
days or Sundays, fair weather or foul, at least one line and one 
generator will be connected to your place so you get electricity 
whenever you want it. 

It takes men, money, and equipment to give you this kind 
of electric service, but we know you would not be satisfied with 
anything else. Poor electric service is not cheap at any price. 


And 












Today You Get 
More For Your Money 


Most people give me the horse laugh when I tell them electric 
rates have always been low in Barnsdall in comparison with other 
Oklahoma towns the same size, and that rates have been reduced 
a good deal in the last 15 years. They say, "Don’t give us that 
stuff — our bills are just as high as they ever were — sometimes 
higher.” 

Of course, most people’s bills are just as high, or higher than 
they used to be. Mine are, but now I have a lot of things I didn’t 
used to have. Most customers are that way. Today they have 
more and bigger lamp bulbs, sometimes they have clocks, a refrig¬ 
erator, a radio, maybe a washing machine and other things they 
didn’t have 15 years ago but their electric bills are very little, if 
any, higher than they used to be for lights alone. 

Today they get from 22% to 74% more electricity for the 
same money. Here are the figures: 


1930 __ $1 bought 9 KWH 

1945 __..... $1 buys 11 KWH 22% MORE 

1930 _ $3 bought 28 KWH 

1945 _ $3 buys 37 KWH 32% MORE 

1930 ___ $5 bought 46 KWH 

1945 _ $5 buys 80 KWH 74% MORE 


From 22% to 74% more is a bargain any way you take it. 

Today the average Barnsdall family pays 11c a day for electric 
service. One fourth of our customers pay 5 c or less a day for 
electric service. The cost of electric service is small potatoes to 
most Barnsdall families. 


Besides That 
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Your Electric Rate 
Would Be Still Lower 
If We Had A New Franchise 


The electric business is a funny business. Most businesses can 
operate in their own locations, but we have to operate on all 
the streets, so our property is set up all over the city, on land that 
belongs to the City. So we have to get permission from the City 
to use the streets and alleys. 

Permission to use the streets and alleys is known as a franchise, 
because it gives us authority to put our poles and lines on City 
property and conduct our business in the City. 

Our Barnsdall franchise expires this coming May. Unless we 
have a franchise we never know how long we can stay in busi¬ 
ness, and therefore we can’t plan ahead. That’s the fix we are 
in right now in Barnsdall. We don’t know how long we can 
stay here and serve you and don’t know how long we can use 
our lines and equipment. 

If we knew we would be serving you for a while to come we 
could give you a lower rate right now. In fact the Oklahoma 
Corporation Commission has just approved lower rates in other 
cities and towns we serve. 

These lower rates, with lower street lighting and water pump¬ 
ing rates, can be put in effect whenever the city decides they 
want us to stay here and keep on serving you and gives us a 
permit to use the streets, alleys and public places. 


And YOU KNOW 












Barnsdall Refinery 
Means Many Jobs 


Barnsdall Refinery is one of the major refineries in Oklahoma. 
A great many of our customers work at the refinery. Keeping 
the refinery running means a livelihood for a large number of 
Barnsdall families. 

Plenty of cheap, dependable electricity isn’t the only reason 
why the refinery can operate in Barnsdall, but it is one reason. 
The refinery management knows they can get additional power 
when they need it in a hurry. They know they can get plenty 
of good crude and they have good employees. So they continue 
to improve their Barnsdall plant. 

If they didn’t know they could get what they need in Barnsdall 
they would probably make their improvements some place else. 

One of their officials said: 

"Good quality crude — fine workmen — adequate water 
— cheap, dependable power — these are some of the factors 
which make for successful refinery operation. This com¬ 
bination of factors is offered in Barnsdall in abundance. We 
have skilled and conscientious employees, and no refinery 
enjoys a continuity of electrical service superior to that in 
Barnsdall. Power interruptions resulting in shut-downs are 
rare, in contrast with lower quality of service given refineries 
in some other areas.” 

So — good electric service from OPW helps Bareco Oil Com¬ 
pany maintain many jobs. 


Now 













I've Got To Get 
Back To Work 


But first I want to thank you for reading my story. Maybe 
it’s not much of a story, but it means a lot to me. I’ve worked 
for our Company a long time and they’ve treated me pretty 
square. 

You folks in Barnsdall have been mighty nice to us, too. You 
almost always have a smile and a nod for us, and we like it. 

You see, we work for YOU. Our Company pays our wages, but 
you folks are our real bosses, and we’ve known that for a long 
time. 

We’ve tried to do our work like you wanted it done. Maybe 
we’ve made some mistakes. Almost everybody does. Maybe you’d 
have been better pleased if we had spent less money to improve 
the quality of the service and had cut rates even more than we 
did, but I doubt it. Poor electric service is not cheap at any 
price, and I don’t believe either you or I would be satisfied 
with it. 

I’ve been working all these past years for you. We feel like 
we’ve done a pretty good job, and I just want to say that we’re 
going to keep on doing our level best. 


So Long. 














